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661—5.4(17A,100,101,101A) Inspections. Certain buildings as designated in the Iowa Code shall
comply with the lowa Code and fire safety rules. The fire marshal determines and enforces such
compliance. To do so, the fire marshal may enter such building or premises at any time without notice
to inspect it.

5.4(1) Such inspection may be of a particular system in the building. For example, the electrical,
heating, exit, valve, piping and venting systems may be inspected. The inspection may include the entire
building. For example, the building may be so dilapidated as to be especially liable to fire.

5.4(2) Such inspection is conducted by the fire marshal or by a consultant as requested by the fire
marshal. A consultant would be a person with the necessary degree of training, education or experience
to examine a system within a building required to be in compliance with the law or rules and determine
if such system or systems is in compliance with such requirements.

5.4(3) Inspections are conducted without announcement and occur on a random basis, upon
anyone’s request, upon any complaint or when fire appears to be possible. For example, the presence
of flammable liquids or gases or the odor thereof outside a building storing such gases or liquids may
cause an inspection.

5.4(4) When the member or consultant arrives at the building that is to be inspected, the member or
consultant usually advises the owner. If a person in such a position cannot be contacted, the inspection
commences anyway. If the owner or representative wishes to accompany the member or consultant, they
may do so, but the inspection is not delayed.

5.4(5) The member or consultant examines the system or systems being inspected to determine
compliance with the laws or rules. To guide the inspection, the member or consultant uses state rules or
a manual recommended by the national fire protection association or a similar acceptable fire protection
agency.

5.4(6) Upon completion of an inspection, the member or consultant completes written inspection
orders. The original is filed in the fire marshal’s office by county; a copy is filed in the member’s office
in a geographical area file; and a copy is left with the fire department having jurisdiction.

5.4(7) Upon completion of the inspection, if the building does not comply with applicable laws
or rules, the member or consultant identifies specifically such noncompliance and notifies the owner.
The owner may be ordered to correct or repair the deficiency or may order the building removed or
demolished.

a.  Copies of the notice of deficiencies or order are distributed to the fire marshal’s office and the
fire department having jurisdiction and a copy is filed in the member’s office.

b.  The time to comply with the order is determined by the member considering the likelihood of
fires, the possibility of personal injury or property loss, the cost, availability of materials and labor to
correct, repair, remove or demolish and other reasonable, relevant information.

c.  If the owner of the building does not agree with the deficiency findings and order, the owner
asks the fire marshal to review the order. The provisions of 661—Chapter 10 are then used.

d.  Failure to comply with an order may incur penalties.



